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MATTER OF: Suzanne Drapeaux - Miscellaneous expenses

DIGEST! 1. Expenses incurred by youngsters on
recreation trip and paid for by rec-
reation aid are not reimbursable on
travel voucher (SF 1012) since each
traveler is required to sign voucher
to claim reimbursement for autihorized
travel rxpensea which he personally
incurred. ?Iowever, the expenses may
be claimed andif otherwise proper,
paid on SF 1164 ("Claim for Reimburse-
ment for Expenditures on Official
Business") or SF 1034 ("ftblic Voucher
for Purchases and Services other than
Personal").

2. If multiple-yeraon travel voucher wuuld
serve the purpose-of paying for expenses
incurred for children under recreation
program sponsored by Bureau of Indian
Affairs, Department of Iaterior should
seek approval by Administrator of General
Services Administration in accordance
with para. 1-11,3a of the Federal Travel
Regulaticns.

Robert Caswell, authorized certifying officer of the United
States Department of Intarior; Bureau of Indian Affairs, by letter
of July 8, 1Q76, has requested a decision as to whether he may
certify for payment certain miscellaneous expenres under a multiple-
person travel voucher under the circumstances stated below.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs, Yankton Agency, Wagner, South
Dakota, conducts a recreation program for youngjvears. Miss Suzanne
Drapeaux, a coilege student emploved as a sumier recreation aid
with the Yankeon Agency, was aut orized to accompany a group of
33 children with the aid of two volunteer adults on & sight-seeing
trip to the Black Hills area, from Lake Andes, South Dakota, to the
Rapid City, South Dakota area and return as part of the agency's
recreation program. The trip was conducted fron August 11 to
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August 14, 1915, pursuant to Bureau of Indian Affairs Travel
Authorization No. 6A08-OlTOOll, dated August 10, 1975. The travel
authorization estimated the cost at $49 for per diem and $800 for
other expenses. Miss Drapeaux filed a travel voucher (Standard
Form 1012) claiming $49 per diem, for which she has been paid,
and $796.72 for expenses incurred !or lcdging, food and tourist
attractions for the children for whom she had responsibility.
Although Miss Drapeaux has provided an itemized list of the
expenses incurred, she furnished receipts totalling only $172.79,
for which she was reimbursed, leaving an outstanding balance of
$623.93. In explaining her failure to obtain receipts ns required
by Federal Travel Regulation 1-11.3c, Hiss Drapenuw reported:
"Host of tbh tourist places gave tickets instead of ra'eLpts. By
looking over the list - the majority were tourist spot.," Further,
the Acting Superintendent of the Yankton Agency, in certtfy'ng
tha'- the services had seen teceived, stated: "Host of these expenses
tren incurred at tourist attractions where receipts were not obtained,
however de certify that the services were received and should be
paid.' In a memorandum dated November 10, 1975, the Acting Super-
intendent further stated:

"Hiss Drapeaux was a summer employee here
in edurition and took a group of youngsters
on a field trip to the Black Hills area. We
told her to obtain receipts for all expenditures
but she didn't as you can see. I expect she
was so busy taking care of the youngsters, she
just forgot. However, I feel sure that her
l'.sting is an accurate account of expenditures.

"We did not hatA time to get a travel advance so
Suzanne borrowed the money to take on the trip
and now the bank wants its money. She is guing
to college on grant aid, so I don't see how she
can pay this loan. I hope there Is someway she
can be reimbursed."

The voucher may be paid only insofr' n!-Miss Drapeaux's official
travel expenses are concerned. The expenses'inc ared mnd paid for
by Miss Drapeaux for the children are not properly payable on the
SF11012 (Travel Voucher). The voucher form SF 1012 may not be
utilized as a multiple-payment voucher since each traveler is
required to sign the voucher to L_.aiM reimbursement for authorized
travel expenses perscnally incurred in the performance of official
travel. 55 Comp. Gen. 437 (1975).
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However, reimbursaeItt fur the expenses paid by Miss Drapeaux
for the children may be claimed and paid on SF 1164 ("Claim for
Reimbursement for hxpendit'res on Official iuainess") or SF 1034
("Public Voucher for Iusnhases and Services (ither than Personal")
to the extent -iat they art proper and allowable expenses under
the recreation program c' .,ducted by the agency.

I,/
If a multiple-person voucher form would serve the purpose of

paying future travel expenses of the recreation program, we recuimnend
that the Bureau of Indian Affairs seek approval from the Administrator
of General Services to use such a form for travel, in accordance
with paragraph ]11.3a of the Federal Travel Regulations YFPMR lnl-7,
May 1973).

The expenses incurred by Miss Drapeaux and certified by the
Acting Superintendent may be reimVursed, if otherwise proper, upon
rmbmisaion to the certifying officer of a properly executed voucher
on Standard Form 1164 or Standard Form 1034.

Acting Cowto4 t1sIaa
of the Uvited States
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